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§-E-C-R-E-T
1 June 1967

NOTE TO: Sherman Kent

25X1 FROM:
SUBJECT: US Wounded in Vietnam

1. The increasing publicity being gilven to US losses in
Vietnam gives somewhat a wrong impression as far as wounded are
concerned. The US practice is to apply very liberal standards
as to what counstitutes a wound. The following paragraph
provides a more meaningful perspective for viewing such figures.*

2. Of the US wounded, 33 percent are out-patients and
return to duby in one or two days. OFf the remaining 66 2/3
percent, some 37.8 percent (25 percent of total) return to duty.
Thus in all, asbout 58 percent of US wounded return to battle,
while 42 percent are permanent losses (only about 1 percent of
the US wounded actually die).

3. For comparison, VC wounded is computed via the follow-
ing formula devised by MACV and more or less accepted by the
rest of the intelligence community. PFor every 1 VC KIA there
is 1.5 WIA, thus 100 KIA equals 150 WIA. Of the WIA, 10
percent die during evacuation; of these remaining 2 percent die
in the hospital. Of the remainder, 13 perceut are permenently
disabled. Thus for every 100 VC KIA, ‘there 1s assumed to be
35 additional permanent losses from wounds.

¥ The data in paragraph 2 are provided by the Office of the
Surgeon General of the Department of Army and reflect a
base period of October 1965 to November 1966.
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MEMORAWDIM FOR THE DIHECTOR
1. The Board seesion on this Memocrandum ves
attended throughout by Jim Critchfield,| I 25X1
of Jim Angleton's shop, and| lef oCI. 25X1
2, The Board is in agreement on all of the o dor
Judgments,
25X1
SEERMAN KENT
Chairman
Boand of Beatiopal Estimates
Attachment
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